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REPORJ'  OF  THE  J^EDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
. ' - , FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bingley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen,  _ 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  my  Department  for  the  year  1944.  I should  like  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department,  and  voluntary  helpers  at  the  Clinics  for 
their  assistance  during  the  past  year.  I wish  also  to  thank 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  support  during  the  period. 

In  1944  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  births.  The  accommodation  for  maternity  cases  was  quite 
inadequate.  As  the  year  closed  the  prospect  was  brighter 
with  arrangements  nearly  complete  for  an  additional  private 
maternity  home. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  higher  than  of  late  years. 
This  was  largely  owing  to  a very  high  number  of  infant 
deaths  due  to  congenital  abnormalities. 

The  large  influx  of  evacuees  in  the  summer  of  1944 
created  a very  heavy  strain  on  the  Health  Department.  Any 
evacuees  with  scabies  and  similar  conditions  were  segregated, 
on  arrival,  from  the  others,  and  treated,  in  the  main,  in  our 
local  centre.  I wish  to  thank  the  voluntary  workers  who 
assisted  us  and  especially  the  very  willing  volunteers  from 
the  Civil  Defence  First  Aid  Services.  A number  of  such 
volunteers  gave  many  hours  of  their  time, — a very  real 
sacrifice. 

I am.  Gentlemen,  Yours  faithfully, 

A.  J.  M.  FINDLATER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Population  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...  ...,  20,390 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,379 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1944)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ....  ...  ...  Est.  7,080 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...;  ...  ...i  ...  Est.  £142,010 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ...  ....  ...  £550 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 
Live  Births,  Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  335  154  . 181 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  29  13  16 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  populat’n,  17.85 
Stillbirths  ...  ....  ...  ...,  ....  14  9 5 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  37.04 

Deaths  300  139  161 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  populat’n,  14.71 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  0 0 

Other  puerperal  causes  1 2.64 

Total  ...  ...,  ...  1 2.64 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  ag'e : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...,  ...  49.45 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  41.79 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  137.93 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  43 

Causes  of  Death  in  1944. 

Disease.  No.  of  Deaths. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ....  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...,  ...  ...  ...:  0 

Whooping  Cough  0 

Diphtheria  ...i  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...,  ...  ...  8 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  ...  0 
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Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inhuenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles 0 

Encephalitis  ...  ...,  ...,  ...  ...,  ...  ...  0 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  43 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ...,  ...  ...  ...,  39 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...,  ...  ...  ...  99 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...,  5 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...,  ...  ...  12 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases ...  ...  ...  9 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) ....  ...  ...  1 

Appendicitis  ...■  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...i  ...  2 

Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...,  ...  ...  ...  3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ....  ...  ...  ...  10 

Congenital  malformations,  Birth  Injuries,  etc.  ...  ...  7 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  0 

Other  maternal  causes  ...  1 

Premature  Birth  5 

Suicide  ...  ...,  ...  ...,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ....  ...  ...  2 

Other  Violence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ....  7 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  25 
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DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  FROM  BIRTH  UP  TO'  1 YEAR. 
Age. 

Under  1 week  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

1 to  2 weeks  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

2 to  3 weeks  ...  ...  ...«  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

3 to  4 weeks  ...  ...  ...,  ...,  ....  ...,  0 


Total  under  1 month  ...  11 


1 to  2 months  ...  ...  ...,  ...  ...  ...  1 

2 to  3 months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3 


3 to  4 months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

4 to  5 months  - ...  0 

5 to  6 months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

6 to  7 months  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

7 to  8 months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

8 to  9 months  1 

9 to  10  months  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...‘  0 

10  to  11  months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

11  to  12  months  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Total  under  1 year  ...  7 


MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by 
the  Health  Visitors  in  their  respective  districts. 


Bingley 

and 

District 

Wilsdenj 
and  j 
Harden  i 

Cullin."- 

worth 

Total 

First  visits  to  infants  under 

1 year  old  . 

217 

1 

53  : 

33 

303 

All  visits  to  infants  under 

1 year  old  .. 

876 

410  ! 

94 

1880 

Visits  to  children  aged  1 to 

5 years 

12.59 

416 

66 

1741 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers 

89 

1 

26 

— 

115 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

1.  (a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  speci- 
mens is  undertaken  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  In 
cases  of  great  emergency,  Diphtheria  swabs  are  bacterio- 
logically  examined  at  the  Bradford  Royal  Infirmary. 
Arrangements  for  transport  and  payment  are  made  by  this 
Authority.  Chemical  analysis  of  water  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Analyst. 
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(h)  AMBULANCE 
FACILITIES 

hi  feet  10  us  Cases.. 

The  same  as  in  1943. 

Non-lnfectious  Cases. 

The  same  as  in  1943. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE 
HOME. 

The  same  as  in  1943. 

(d)  TREATMENT 
CENTRES  AND 
CLINICS. 

The  same  as  in  1943. 


(e)  HOSPITALS. 

General  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1943. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

The  same  as  in  1943. 

Eever  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1943. 

Smallpox  Hospital. 

'The  same  as  in  1943. 

Maternity  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1943. 

Children’s  Hospital. 

The  same  as  in  1943. 


2.  CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  number  of  foster  children  upon  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  3.  Copies  of  the  requirements  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  relation  to  Child  Life  Protection 
are  posted  in  public  buildings. 

MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  area  is  five. 
Three  of  these  are  in  private  practice. 

During  1944,  363  births  have  been  notified  to  this 
Authority;  of  these  137  took  place  at  the  Shipley  and  Bingley 
Maternity  Home. 

There  is  an  arrangement  whereby  necessitous  patients 
developing  obstetrical  difficulties  can  have  a consultant’s 
opinion  either  at  home  or  by  appointment  with  the  consult- 
ant. The  fees  are  paid  by  the  Council. 

A scheme  for  assistance  to  necessitous  expectant  mothers 
towards  the  cost  of  Dental  Treatment  is  in  operation  in  the 
area. 

If  hospital  treatment  is  required  for  cases  of  puerperal 
pyrexias,  they  are  admitted  to  Morton  Ranks  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Ante-Natal  Clink. 

The  Qinics  shewed  an  attendance  of  201  patients  in  1944. 
Post  natal  cases  are  also  encouraged  to  attend  for  examin- 
ation. 27  of  these  patients  attended. 
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CIRCULAR  2831,  MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH. 

The  Health  Visitors  do  not  make  a practice  of  examining 
tire  heads  of  all  the  small  children  in  their  own  homes.  This 
is  only  done  where  the  home  conditions  or  the  state  of  the 
older  children  from  the  same  house  suggest  that  it  may  be 
necessary.  They  also  include  advice  on  the  care  of  the  hair 
at  their  routine  visits. 

As  the  Health  Visitors  are  also  the  school  nurses  in  theii 
respective  areas,  they  see  these  children  and  examine  them 
for  cleanliness  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  admission  to 
nursery  classes.  At  present  a number  of  children  attend 
school  at  the  age  of  three,  and  in  some  cases,  2^. 

Advice  is  given  to  the  mother  when  necessary,  and,  if 
the  parents  are  willing,  treatment  with  Lethane  Hair  Oil  is 
given  at  the  School  Ginic. 

The  percentage  of  these  children  who  are  found  to  be 
verminous  is  very  small. 

In  addition,  verminous  heads  are  treated  at  the  Scabies 
Clinic  when  they  occur  in  connection  with  cases  sent  there. 

Scabies  Clinic. 

For  some  years  a Centre  has  been  operated  for  the 
treatment  of  scabies.  During  1944,  167  cases  were  treated. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who 
have  received  a complete  course  of  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria,  during  the  year. 


Infants 

School 

Children 

Total 

1942 

277 

665 

942 

1943 

95 

223 

318 

1944 

79 

11 

90 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  the 
area  during  the  year  1944. 


Disease 

1 'I'otal 

1 Cases 
notified 

Cases  ad- 
mitted lO 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

70 

63 

0 

Diphtheria 

26 

26 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

(])rimary  or  influenzal) 

47 

0 

12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3 

0 

1 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Ence})halitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery  

3 

1 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

21 

0 

0 

Malaria 

2 

0 

0 

Chickenpox 

0 

0 

0 , 

Measles  

6 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

102 

3 

0 

PIndulant  Fever  ... 

1 

0 

0 

Pemphigus  Neonatoruin 

* 

1 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS.  Particulars  of  new  case  of  Tuberculosis 
and  of  all  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  area  during  1944. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Rc^pir  .tory 

Non- 

Repp’tory 

Respiratory 

Non-Rcsp’tory 

Y ears 

M F 

M F 

M 

F 

M F 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

5 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 



15 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 



25 

1 

I 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

2 

w.  — 

45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  & upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 3 

3^ 

5 

3 1 

1 

REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

and 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  OFFICER, 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1944, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bingley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  brief  report 
on  the  work  of  my  Department  during  1944. 

We  were  still  without  the  services  of  the  two  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspectors.  Mr.  C.  Brown  acted  as  Temporary 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  until  November,  when  he  left 
to  take  up  a position  as  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  to 
the  Wardle  U.D.C.  During  his  term  of  office  at  Bingley, 
Mr.  Brown  gave  very  useful  service  and  his  departure  to  take 
up  a permanent  post  was  a distinct  loss  to  the  Department. 

The  usual  routine  inspections  were  maintained  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  and  special  attention  was  devoted  to  the 
question  of  milk  supply,  the  salvage  campaign,  and  rodent 
destruction.  No  fewer  than  618  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  connection  with 
the  National  Milk  Testing  & Advisory  Scheme.  Any  neces- 
sary advisory  work  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory  samples 
was  carried  out  by  your  Inspector. 

The  salvage  yield  declined  very  slightly  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  the  chief  material  difference  being 
a loss  of  13  tons  of  waste  paper.  The  whole  of  the  Council’s 
sewerage  system  was  dealt  with  in  connection  with  rodent 
infestation  and  a large  number  of  other  cases  of  rats  and 
mice  were  dealt  with. 

928  dwellinghouses  were  inspected  but  great  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  securing  compliance  with  notices  to  repair 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  in  the  building  trade. 

I desire  to  acknowledge,  with  appreciation,  the  support 
I received  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  and  to  thank  my  staff  for  their  hard  work  and 
loyal  assistance.  « 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  was  satisfactory  during  the 
year  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity.  11  samples  were 
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submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  15  for  chemical 
examination.  Three  of  the  samples  from  private  supplies 
were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  steps  were  taken  to 
improve  such  supplies.  In  addition,  22  samples  of  water 
from  public  supplies  were  submitted  to  the  County  Labor- 
atory for  examination  as  to  their  possible  plumbo-solvent 
action  and  these,  too,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  All 
dwellinghouses  have  internal  piped  supplies  of  water  and 
none  obtain  water  by  means  of  stand  pipes. 

(ii)  Drainage  atid  Sewerage. 

There  were  no  major  alterations  or  extensions  in 
connection  with  sewerage  during  the  year. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Action  to  check  pollution  was  taken  as  found  to  be 
necessary. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  8 waste  water  closets  were  converted 
into  pedestal  closets.  The  scheme  for  the  general  conversion 
of  waste  water  closets  initiated  in  1938  has  been  suspended 
since  September,  1939.  There  now  remain  399  such  conver- 
sions still  to  carry  out.  Two  additional  water  closets  were 
constructed  during  the  year.  The  work  of  ashpit  conversion 
was  re-commenced,  47  of  such  structures  being  converted  to 
dustbin  stores.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of 
each  type  of  closet  and  ash  receptacle  remaining  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

NO.  AND  TYPES  OF  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  ETC. 


IN  THE  DISTRICT,  DECEMBER  31st,  1944. 


Division 

Water  Closets^ 

Trough 

Closets 

Waste  Water 
Closets 

Pail  Closets 

G 

<v 

>u 

£ 

Ash  Places 

Dustbins 

Bingley 

3442 

30 

' 339 

22 

1 

453 

2352 

Cottingley 

604 

0 

5 

4 

0 

11 

558 

Harden 

366 

0 

2 

18 

0 

0 

317 

Crossflats 

763 

5 

7 

1 

0 

49 

517 

Mickle’ wte 

160 

0 

2 

15 

0 

7 

49 

Culling’th 

403 

0 

5 

35 

17 

21 

444 

Gilstead 

263 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

214 

Eldwick 

237 

0 

0 

44 

21 

0 

339 

Wilsden 

773 

0 

4 

36 

21 

29 

563 

Totals  ... 

7012 

35 

364 

176 

61 

570 

5353 
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Drainage. 

During  the  year  48  new  drains  were  tested,  generally  by 
means  of  water  test.  40  were  approved  and  8 disapproved. 
110  old  drains  were  examined  and  of  these  13  were  found  to 
be  in  a defective  condition. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

During  the  winter  months  we  experienced  acute  difficulty 
in  maintaining  the  public  cleansing  service  owing,  of  course, 
to  the  acute  shortage  of  labour.  The  sickness  rate  of  the 
majority  of  the  employees  was  very  high  and  it  was  quite 
impossible  to  obtain  any  substitutes.  Generally  speaking, 
however,  a weekly  collection  of  salvage  was  maintained 
together  with  a fortnightly  collection  of  dustbins.  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  table,  the  total  tonnage  of  salvage 
collected  declined  by  29  tons  and  the  value  by  £236.  Consid- 
ering the  increased  shortage  of  commodities  and  the  grow- 
ing sense  of  war  weariness,  I think  the  result  may  be 
regarded  as  being  quite  satisfactory.  Many  members  of  the 
public  naturally  think  that  with  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
the  rather  distasteful  job  of  segregation  of  salvage  can  be 
discontinued,  and  all  their  discards  once  again  be  dumped  in 
the  dustbin.  The  acute  shortage  of  raw  materials,  the  fact 
that  shipping  will  be  largely  concerned  with  demobilisation, 
and  other  tasks  connected  with  the  war,  and  also  financial 
difficulties  connected  with  Foreign  Exchange,  make  it 
imperative  that  once  called  waste  material  be  saved.  Waste 
paper,  for  example,  will  be  in  great  demand  for  many  years 
in  connection  with  the  building  industry  and  for  the  manu- 
facture of  household  commodities  which  are  now  in  such 
short  supply.  Bones,  too,  will  be  urgently  needed  for  the 
manufacture  of  glue  and  other  products  connected  with  the 
building  trades,  while  the  increased  pig  population  will  take 
every  scrap  of  kitchen  waste  that  can  be  reclaimed,.  Rags 
and  other  textiles,  too,  will  have  a good  market  for  some 
years  to  come. 

I trust,  therefore,  that  the  public  will  continue  to 
co-operate  in  the  early  years  of  peace  as  they  did  in  the  war 
years,  and  by  so  doing  help  the  manufacture  of  household 
commodities  and  the  reduction  of  imports. 


Waste  Paper 

203  tons 

Other  Non  Ferrous 

Black  Scrap 

35  tons 

Metals 

JL 

4 

cwt. 

Baled  Tins 

42  tons 

Rubber 

5 

tons 

Aluminium 

2J  cwts. 

Bottles  and  Jars 

8 

tons 

Copper 

1 cwt. 

Gullet 

13 

tons 

Brass 

2 cwts. 

Manure 

12 

tons 

Zinc 

4 cwt. 

Kitchen  Waste 

130 

tons 

Lead 

3J  cwts. 

Bones 

6 

tons 

Textiles 

10  tons 

Miscellaneous 

u 

tons 

Sewage  Sludge 

59 

tons 

V^lue  £2,022.  Total  Tonnage,  525  tons. 


Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  strirlly  eontiadled 
ti])ping'  at  two  sites,  e.g.  Dowley  Cia])  and  Wilsden.  1 he  bulk 
of  the  distriet’s  refuse  is  tip]3ed  at  Dowley  Gap  and  it  is  all 
raked  over  in  order  that  any  salvageable  material  which  may 
be  left  in  is  not  lost.  After  completion  of  the  layers  at 
Dowley  Gap,  the  refuse  is  covered  with  a good  layer  of  soil 
which,  after  rolling  and  consolidation,  is  seeded  down  as  a 
permanent  ley.  This  is  then  grazed  down  by  cattle. 

Your  Inspector  continued  to  act  as  Assistant  Honorary 
District  Adviser  to  the  Salvage  & Recovery  Dept.  (L.A.)  of 
the  ^Ministry  of  Supply,  to  a group  of  Local  Authorities  in 
the  West  Riding. 

The  staff  in  the  Cleansing  Department  comprises  32 
males  and  2 females.  The  ecjuipment  consists  of  4 mechanical 
refuse  collection  vehicles,  2 of  which  are  provided  with 
trailers,  2 horses  and  carts,  one  500  gall,  capacity  gully 
emptier,  and  7 street  orderly  trucks.  It  was  decided  during 
the  year  to  replace  one  Fordson  vehicle  with  a Karrier 
Rantam  refuse  collector,  and  delivery  will  take  place  during 
1945.  It  was,  of  course,  quite  impossible  to  maintain  a pre 
war  standard  of  street  cleansing,  and  1 very  much  hope  that 
we  can  make  some  use  of  mechanical  sweeping  in  the  near 
future. 

Public  Conveniences. 

There  are  47  public  conveniences  in  the  district  and  these 
are  cleansed  by  the  street  orderlies,  in  most  cases  daily.  In 
many  cases  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  remove  the  locks 
and  coin  boxes  on  the  conveniences  owing  to  constant  dam- 
age to  same. 

Public  Mortuary. 

Eight  bodies  were  received  in  the  public  mortuary  during 
the  year. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A tabulated  statement  of  the  work  carried  out  will  be 
found  on  pages  14  and  15.  This  covers  Offensive  Trades, 
Factories,  Canal  Boats,  etc. 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

The  inspection  of  shops  and  offices  as  regards  their 
sanitary  accommodation  was  largely  discontinued  during  the 
year.  15  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  hours 
of  closing  and  a number  of  small  contraventions  were  dealt 
with. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

Camping  is  confined  to  four  licensed  sites  and  these  are 
dealt  with  under  the  licensing  provisions  contained  in  the 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  majority  of  these  sites  are 
now  drained  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  56  observations  were  made  of  factory 
chimneys,  and  these  shewed  that  excessive  black  smoke  was 
emitted  on  5 occasions.  The  necessary  cautions  were  issued 
to  the  firms  concerned.  It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  present 
low  grade  fuel  allotted  for  industrial  purposes  makes  the 
prevention  of  black  smoke  emission  much  more  difficult. 

Your  Inspector  continued  to  act  as  a representative  of 
the  Urban  District  Councils  on  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  Regional  Smoke  Abatement 
Committee.  The  Committee  is  now  largely  concerned  in 
connection  with  smoke  abatement  in  regard  to  post  war 
Puilding  Schemes. 

(vii)  Eradication  of  Vermin. 

During  the  year  167  cases  of  Scabies  were  dealt  with 
and  a large  amount  of  clothing  and  bedding  was  disinfected 
in  the  Council’s  steam  disinfector.  This  comprised  674  beds, 
2,278  blankets,  882  pillows,  27  sheets,  10  eiderdowns,  8 bed- 
spreads, 17  bundles  of  clothing,  6 carpets  and  2 rugs.  Regular 
disinfection  of  blankets  from  firewatching  posts  was  carried 
out  until  such  work  became  unnecessary  due  to  the  cessation 
of  firewatching. 

Cases  of  infestation  of  houses  by  bed  bugs  were  few  in 
number,  but  there  was  a marked  increase  in  cases  of  moth 
infestation.  The  furniture  and  belongings  of  prospective 
tenants  of  Council  houses  were  carefully  inspected  before 
removal  to  a Council  house.  Disinfestation  after  bed  bugs 
was  carried  out  by  the  use  of  a heavy  concentration  of  S02 
together  with  spraying  by  an  insecticide,  such  as  Zaldecide, 
Lawvercide  or  Verniicine.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  use  of 
IICN  will  again  become  possible  in  forthcoming  years. 

Rodent  Destruction. 

In  connection  with  the  Rats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Act, 
1919  and  the  Infestation  Order,  1943,  136  cases  of  infestations 
by  rodents  were  dealt  with.  Of  these,  7 were  of  the  “ reser- 
voir ” type,  14  were  major  infestations  and  115  were  minor 
in  character.  The  baits  used  for  pre-baiting  were  2^  cwts. 
of  sausage  rusk,  and  for  poisoning.  Arsenic  and  Zinc 
Phosphide  were  the  chief  agents.  Based  on  the  actual 
“takes  ” of  poison,  it  is  estimated  that  4,658  rats  were  killed. 
The  work  done  during  the  year  included  the  treatment  of 
the  Council’s  sewerage  system. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  work  was  chiefly  restricted  to  dealing  with  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  and  maintenance  of  property  in 
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as  reasonable  a condition  as  possible  in  view  of  the  shortage 
of  materials  and  labour.  944  inspections  were  made  in  this 
connection.  The  difficulty  in  securing  compliance  with 
notices,  continued  during  the  year  for  the  reasons  mentioned 
above. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

{a)  Milk  Supply. 

Dairy  farming  is  an  important  industry  in  the  Bingley 
area  and*  there  are  still  over  2,000  dairy  cows  housed  in  94 
farms.  There  are  45  licensed  producers  of  Accredited  milk, 
and  these,  of  course,  comprise  those  with  the  largest  herds 
so  that  the  bulk  of  the  supply  comes  from  Accreited 
sources.  There  has  lieen  a welcome  tendency  on  the  part  of 
several  farmers  to  secure  Tuberculin  Tested  licences  for  their 
herds,  and  I hope  that  by  next  year  I shall  be  able  to  say 
that  a satisfactory  ])roportion  of  the  Bingley  milk  supply  is 
produced  under  such  conditions.  An  Auction  Mart  for  the 
sale  of  Attested  and  Tuberculin  Tested  cattle  has  been 
established  in  a nearby  district. 

296  cowshed  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and 
618  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  for  examination  by  the 
Resazurin  Test  in  connection  with  the  National  Milk  Testing 
and  Advisory  Scheme.  Under  this  scheme  your  Authority 
acts  as  an  agent  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
and  carries  out  any  necessary  advisory  work  consequent 
upon  adverse  reports  on  samples. 

485  samples  or  78.5i%  were  placed  in  Grade  A,  102  or 
16.5%  placed  in  Grade  B and  31  or  5%  came  out  in  Grade  C. 
These  figures  show  a great  improvement  over  last  year’s 
records. 

In  addition  to  sampling  under  the  National  Milk  Testing 
Scheme,  48  further  samples  were  obtained  for  examination 
by  the  Methylene  Blue  test  at  the  County  Laboratory.  Of 
these  40  were  reported  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.  One 
sample  of  pasteurised  milk  was  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase 
test. 

Probably  the  most  important  aspect  of  sampling  work 
was  the  submission  of  134  samples  of  milk  for  examination 
as  to  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis.  Of  these  6 were  found 
to  be  positive  and  immediate  steps  were  taken  by  the  Animal 
Health  Service  to  eliminate  the  animals  concerned.  Generally 
s])eaking,  the  standard  of  milk  production  in  the  Bingley  area 
is  very  high  indeed. 

Your  Inspector  continued  to  represent  the  West  Riding 
Sanitary  Inspectors  on  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  War 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

Distribution  of  milk  was  carried  out  by  47  purveyors. 
There  is  only  one  distributor  of  pasteurised  milk. 
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{b)  Meat  md  other  Foods. 

' 34  visits  were  made  to  food  shops,  farms,  etc.,  and  13 
carcases  of-meat  vcere  inspected  together  with  quantities  of 
other  foodstuffs.  The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned 
during  the  year  was  3 tons  1,112^  lbs. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

During  the  year  three  cases  of  legal  proceedings  were 
taken.  The  first  was  against  a milk  purveyor  for  supplying 
milk  which  contained  44%  added  water.  This  case  was 
dismissed.  On  the  same  day,  however,  a case  against  a 
farmer  for  selling  adulterated  milk  resulted  in  a fine  of  £20 
being  imposed.  Proceedings  against  a pig  keeper  for  the 
slaug'hter  of  a pig  without  a licence  resulted  in  a fine  of  £12 
and  costs  being  imposed. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Re- 

Dwellinghouses.  Inspections  inspections 

Inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 


Act,  1936  ...,  ...^  , 

30 

68 

Inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 
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Inspected  re  verminous  condition 

22 

Inspected  re  overcrowding  cases 

4 

12 

Houses  disinfested  ... 

8 

ITouses  disinfected  ...^ 
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Schools  inspected  ...i  ...i 

7 

Infectious  cases  visited  .... 

14 

1 

Water  Closets  inspected  ... 

16 

7 

Privy  Closets  inspected 

2 

Pail  Closets  inspected  ...i 

15 

5 

Ash  Receptacles  inspected 

Houses  of  proposed  tenants  of  Council 
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89 

Houses  inspected  re  vermin 

29 

Council  Houses  inspected  re  vermin  ... 

29 

Drafnage. 

Visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  ..., 

43 

New  drains  approved  after  test 

40 

New  drains  disapproved  after  test 

8 

Old  drains  tested 

28 

Old  drains  found  defective 

13 

Old  drains  inspected 

82 

1 

Plumbing  work  inspected 

3 

Slaughterhouses. 

Visits  for  meat  inspection 
Home  killed  carcases  • inspected 

14 


7 
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Food  shops  and  preparation  premises 

visited  22 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Cowsheds  inspected  ...  ...,  ....  291 

Dairies  inspected  ....  ...i  ...  ...  144 

Interviews  re  repairs  to  sheds  ....  ...  14 

Bakehouses. 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Offensive  Trades. 

Premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  34 

Smoke  Emission. 

Chimneys  observed  ...  56 

Factories. 

Sanitary  accommodation  of  factories 

inspected  ...  ...i  ...  ...  3 

Factories  inspected  ...  2 

Water  Supply. 

Streams  inspected  re  pollution  ...  ...  1 

Domestic  services  examined  ...  ....  6 

Water  samples  obtained  ...,  ...  ....  35 

Visits  to  sources  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Inspections. 

Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  14 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  145 

Salvage  Depots  ...  ...,  ...  ...  277 

Rat  infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  118 

Interviews  with  owners  and  contractors  11 
Air  Raid  Shelters  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mortuary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  of  Schools  ...  4 

Outworkers  premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  4 

Poultry  Runs  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Manure  Deposits  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ih'eliminary  Notices  issued  ...  ...  223 

Statutory  Notices  issued  ....  ...  ...  28 
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